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Why treat people and send them back 
to the conditions that made them sick?
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Life	Expectancy	at	Birth,	England,	1980-82	-	2015-17	

Males	

Females	

1. Stalling Life Expectancy

3
Source: ONS, National life tables, UK: 2015 to 2017
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/lifeexpectancies/bulletins/nationallifetablesunitedkingdom/2015to2017

Life Expectancy at Birth, England, 1980-92 – 2015-17

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/lifeexpectancies/bulletins/nationallifetablesunitedkingdom/2015to2017
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Source: ONS, National life tables, UK: 2015 to 2017
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/lifeexpectancies/bulletins/nationallifetablesunitedkingdom/2015to2017

Change in life expectancy at birth in weeks, UK, 2014-16 - 2015-17

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/lifeexpectancies/bulletins/nationallifetablesunitedkingdom/2015to2017
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Inverse Care Law lives on in Scotland

6Mercer S. University of Edinburgh
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7Mercer S. University of Edinburgh



US Life Expectancy

8NCHS, National Vital Statistics System 
(NVSS), Mortality. 
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US Life Expectancy – year of birth



US Life Expectancy – year of birth



US Infant mortality – deviation from trend 1965-2010 

12
Rodriguez International Journal of Epidemiology 2014;43:818–826



US Drug Mortality rates NHWhites

13Monnat SM Institute for New Economic Thinking Working Paper 87 January 2019



Economic Distress US Drug Mortality rates

14Monnat SM Institute for New Economic Thinking Working Paper 87 January 2019
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The CSDH – closing the 

gap in a generation

2005-2008

The Marmot Review – Fair 

Society Healthy Lives

2009/10

Social justice

Material, 

psychosocial, 

political 

empowerment 

Creating the 

conditions for 

people to have 

control of their 

lives



A. Give every child the best start in life
- Funding issues, child poverty

B. Enable all children, young people and adults to maximise their capabilities 
and have control over their lives

- Skills training, NEETS, whole school approaches

C. Create fair employment and good work for all

- Youth unemployment, contract workers, insecure employment, 
involuntary part-time working, ALMP policies

D. Ensure healthy standard of living for all

- Minimum income standard, minimum wages, benefit caps

E. Create and develop healthy and sustainable places and communities

- Green policies, social isolation, housing

F. Strengthen the role and impact of ill health prevention

- Cost inflation, resource allocation, demographic pressures

Fair Society: Healthy Lives: some areas for concern



Child poverty (<60% median income)

UNICEF Report Card 14



Childhood poverty

20
Resolution Foundation 2019
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Median % of disposable income used up if Eatwell guide was spent, 

www.inherit.eu 23
Affordability of the UK’s Eatwell Guide, Scott, Sutherland & Taylor, 2018



Material deprivation % in 15-19 year olds

24

Nuffield Trust 2019



Difference in obesity prevalence by 
deprivation 15-19 year olds

25
Nuffield Trust 2019
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US Tax rates by income

29Saez and Zucman New York Times Oct 7 2019
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30Saez and Zucman New York Times Oct 7 2019



US Tax rates by income

31Saez and Zucman New York Times Oct 7 2019



US Tax rates by income

32Saez and Zucman New York Times Oct 7 2019



Change in effective tax rates 1962-2018 USA
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Resolution Foundation 2019
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Tax rates in UK at 35%
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IFS 2018







Report of Commission of the Pan American Health Organization on 
Equity and Health Inequalities in the Americas



• “a wellbeing approach can be described as enabling people to have 
the capabilities they need to live lives of purpose, balance, and 
meaning for them.”
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https://treasury.govt.nz/
https://treasury.govt.nz/

